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SERMON 


Preach'd at White-Hall, exc. 


1 Cor. III. 15. 
But he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as 
by fire. | 


H E Context is thus, According to the grace 

| of God which is given unto me, as a wiſe 
Maſter-Builder, T have laid the foundation, 

and another buildeth thereon : but let every man tabe 
heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation 
can no man lay, than that which is laid, Feſis Chriſt, 
Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, ſilver, 
precious ſtones, wood, hay, ſtubble, every mans work ſhall 
be made manifeſt, for the day ſhall declare it ; becauſe 
it ſhall be revealed by fire; and the fire ſhall try every 
mans work of what ſort it s. If any mans work abide 
which he hath built therenpon, he ſhall receive a re- 
ward, If any mans work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer 


bis ; but he bimſelf ſhall be 29%; yet ſo as by fire, 
2 Fe 
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In theſe words the Apoſtle ſpeaks of a ſort of per- 
ſons, who held indeed the foundation of Chriſtianity, 
bur built upon it ſuch do#rines or praftices as would 
not bear the triat ; which he exprelles to us by word, 
hay, and ſtubble, which are not proof againſt the fire, 
Such a perton, the APoſile tells us, hath brought 
himfelf into a very dangerous ftate, though he would 
not deny the poſltviliry of his Salvation : He himſelf 
ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire, 

That by fire here 1s not meant the fire of Purgatory, 
as ſome pretend (who would be glad of any ſhadow 
of a Text of Scripture to countenance their own 
dreams) I ſhall neither rrouble you nor my «lf to 
manifeſt ; ſince the particle of fimilitude ! y p/ainly 
ſhews thar the Apoſtle did not intend an eſcape our 
of the fire literally, bur like to that which mer make 
out of a Houſe or Town thar 1s on fire. Eſpecially 
ſince very learned perſons of the Church of Rome do 
knowledge that Purgatory cannor be concluded from 
this Text, nay all that Eſtizs contends for from this 
place is, that it cannot be concluded from hence that 
there is no Purgatory, which we never pretended ; but 
poly that this Text does nor prove it. 

Tris very well known that this is a Proverbial 
phraſe uſed nor only in Scripture,but in prophane Au- 

ors to fignifie a narrow _—— out of a great danger. 
Je ſhall he ſaved, yer fo as by fire, 14 Tvegs, out of 
he fire, Juſt as Si 81] &+ is uſed, 1 Pet. 3. 20, where 

Apoſtle ſpeaking of the eight perſons of Noah's 
amily who eſcaped the flood, S12ow Sm 1 du), 
hey eſcaped out of the water. So here this phraſe 
$to be rendred in the Text, he himſelf {hall eſcape, yet 
> as out of the fire, The like expreſſion you have, 
m, 4- 11. I have pluckt them as a firebrand out of 

re. And Fude 23, Others ſave with fear, 
bing them out of the fire. All which expreſſions 
gnifc che greatneſs of the danger and che ma” 
0 


, 
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. And eſpecially by the Dofrine of rhe falſe Apoſtles, 
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of eſcaping it 3 as one who when his houſe at midnight 
is ſet on fire, and being ſuddenly wak'd, leaps out of his 
bed, and runs nabed out of the doors, tabing nothing. 
that is within along with him, but employing his 
whole care to ſave his body from the Flames, as St. 
Chryſoftom upon arcther occaſion ex» 

preſſerh ir. And i, ne Roman Orator * * Tully, 
(who, it is likely did not think of Pur- 

gatiry) uſerh this Phraſe 3 Qxo ex judicro, velut ex 
incendio, nudus effugit From which judgement of 
Sentence he efcaped naked, as it were out of a bur- 
ning. And one of the Greek Ora- 
rors * rells us, That to ſave a man out * Ariſtides, 
of the fire, was a common proverbial 

ſpeech. 

From the - words thus explained, the Obſervation 
thar naturally ariſeth is this, That men may hold all 
the Fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion, and yet may 
ſuperadd other things whereby they may- gxeatly endanger 
their Salvation. What thoſe things were which 
ſome among the Corinthians built upon the fouridari- 
on of Chriſtianity, whereby they endangered their 
Salvation, we may probably conjeQfire by what the 
Apoſtle reproves in this Epiſtle, as the roleraring © 
inceſtuous warriages, communicating in Idol-feaſts, &c. 


who at that time did ſo much difturb the peace of 
moſt Chriſtian Churches, and who are ſo oicen and 
ſo ſeverely refletted upon in this Epiſtle, And whar 
their Do&rine was, we have an account, 4. 15. viz 
that they impoſed upon the Genti/e Chriſtians Cir- 
cumciſion, and the obſervation of the Jewiſh Law, 
reaching that un/-ſs they were circumciſed, and kept the 
L aw of Moſes, they could not be ſaved. So that they 
did not only build theſe doRrines upon Chriſtianity, 
bur they made them equal with the Foundation, ſay- 
ing, thar unleſs men believed and pradtiſed ſuch things, 
they could not be ſaved, A'3 Ir 
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In ſpeaking to this Obſervayzon, I ſhall reduce my 
Diſcourſe to theſe two Heads. 

1. I ſhall preſent to you ſome Do&rines and Prac- 
tices which have been built upon the Foundation of 
Chriſtianity, «to the great hazard and danger of mens 
ſalvation. And to be plain, I mean particularly the 
Church of Rome, 

| 2. I ſhall enquire, whether our granting a poſſt- 
bility of ſalvation (tho with great hazard) to thoſe 
in the Communion of the Roman Church, and their 
. denying it to-us, be a reaſonable argument and <ncou- 
ragement to any man to betake himſclf. ro. thar 
Church, 

And there is the more reaſon to conſider theſe 
| things, when ſo many ſeducing Spirits are ſo aQtive 

, and bufic to pervere men from the truth; and when 
\ we ſee every day ſo many men and their Religion fo 
_ Eaſily parted, For this reaſon theſe two Conſiderati- 
ons ſhall be the ſubje& of the following diſcourſe. 

I. Firſt, We willgconſider ſome Do&rines and 
PraZices which the Church'of.- Reme# hath buijlr upon 
the Foundation of Chriſtianity, to the great hazard 
and-danger of mens ſalvation. It 1s not denyed by the 
moſt judicious Proteſtants, but that the Church of 
Rome do hold all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
. which-are neceſſary to ſalvation. Bur that which we 
charge upon them, as a juſt ground of our ſeparation 
from them, is, the impoſig of new Dofrines and 
"praftices up)n Chriſtians as neceſſary to ſalvation, which 
were never taught by. our Saviour, or his Apoſtles 3 
and which are either dire&ly contrary to the doctrine 
of Chriſtianiry, or too apparently deſtrutive of a 
good life. And I begin 

I. With their Do#rines. And becauſe I have no 
mind to aggravate leſſer matcers, I will fingle our 
four or five points of Doarine, which they have ad- 


ded to the Chriſtian Religion, and which were neither 
taughe 
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raught by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, nor-own'd 
in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, And the 

Firſt which I ſhall mention, and which being once 
admitred, makes way for as many errors as they- pleaſe 
to bring in, is their Do#rine of Infallibility, And 
this they are very ſtiff and peremprory in, though 
they are not agreed among themſelves where this 
Infallibility 1s ſeated 3; whether in the Pope alone, or 
a Conncil ale, or in both together, or in the diffuſrve 
body of Chriſtians, But they are ſure they have ir, 
though they know nor where it is. 

And is this no prejudice againſt it ? can any mah 
think that this privzledge was at firſt conferred upon the 
Church of Rome, and that Chriſtians in all Ages did 
believe it, and had conſtant recourſe to it for determi- 
ning their differences, and yer that that very Church 
which hath-enjoyed and uſed it ſo'long ſhould now 
be at a loſs where ro find 1t? Nothing could have fal- 
len-out more unluckily, than- that- there ſhould be 
ſuch differences aniong chemaabour that which they 
pretend to bethE only means of ending all differences. 

There is not the leaſt intimation 1n Scripture of 
this priviledge conferr'd upon the Roman Church, nor 
do the Apoſtles, in all their Epiſtles, ever ſo much as 
give the leaſt diretion to Chriſtians to appeal to the 
Biſhop of Rome for a determination of the many dif- 
ferences which even in thoſe times happened among ' 
them : And ir is ſtrange they ſhould be to ſilent in this. 
matrer, when there were ſo many occaſions to (| 
of ir, if our Saviour had plainly appointed ſuch an 
infallible Fudge of controverſies for this very end to 
decide the differences that ſhould happen among 
Chriſtians, Ir is ſtrange that the anczent Fathers in 
their diſputes with Herericks ſhould never appeal ro 
this Fudge; nay, it is ſtrange they ſhould not conſtant- 
ly do it in all caſes, ir being ſo ſhort and expedite a * 
way for the ending of controverfies, And this vety 

-—- . © Colts; 
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conſideration to a wile man is inſtead of a thouſand 
arguments to ſatisfie him, that in choſe times no ſuch 
thing was believed in the world, 

Now this Do&rine of Infallibility, if it be not true, 
1s of ſo much the more pernicious conſequence to 
Chriſtianicy, becauſe the conceir of jr does confirm 
them that think they have ir in all cheir other crrors 
and gives them a prerence of afſuming an Authoriry 
ro themſelves ro 1mpoſe their own fancies and miſtakes 
upon che whole Chriſtian World, 

2, Their Dofrine about Repentance, which con- 
fiſts in confeſſing their fins ro the Prieſt 3- which if it 
be bur accompanyed with any degree of contrition, 
does, upon abſolution received from the Prieſt, pur 
them into a ſtate of ſalvation, though rhey have lived 
the moſt lewd and debauched lives that can be ima» 

in'd; than which nothing can be more. plainly de- 
Aive-of. a good life, Fer if this be true, all the 
hazard that the moſt wicked man runs of his ſalvari- 
on 15 only the danger of ſo ſudden a death as gives him 
no ſpace for confeſſion and abſolurion. A caſe that 
- happens ſo rarely, that any man that is ſtrongly ad- 
diced to his luſts will be content to venture his ſalva- 
tion upon this hazard ; and all the arguments to a 
; life will be very inſignificant ro a man that 
ath a mind tobe wicked, when remiſſion of ſins may 
be had upon ſuch cheap terms. 
- -3+ The DoFrine of Purgatory ; by which they mean 
an eſtate of remporary puniſhments after this life, 
from which men may be releaſed and tranſlated into 
Heaven by rhe prayers of the living, and the ſacrifice 
of the Maſs. That this Do&rine was not known 1n 
the primitive Church, nor can be proved from Scrip- 
. ture, we have the free acknowledgement of as learned 
and eminenr men as any of that Church ; which is to 
acknowledge that it is a ſuperſtruture upon the 

Chriſtian Religion. And though -in one ap fox y 
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indeed a building of Gold and Silver upon the foun- 
dation of Chriſtianity, conſidering the vaſt revenues 
which this Do&rine (and that of Indulgences, whichr- ' 
depends upon it ) brings into that Church 3 yer Idoubr 
not, but in the Apoſtles ſenſe, it will be found to be 
hay and ſtubble, Burt how groundleſs ſoever ir be, ir 
is too gainful a Dodrine to be eafily parted withal. 

4. The Dod#rine of Tranſubſtantiation. A hard 
word, bur I would to God that were the worſt of ut ; 
the thing is much more difficult. I have taken ſome 
pains to confider other Religions that have been in the 
world, and 1 muſt freely declare, that I never yet in 
any of them met withany Article or Propoſition, am- 

ſed upon the belief of men, half ſo unreaſonable ad 

ard to be believed as this is : And yer this in the Ro- 
miſh Church is'eſteem'd one of the moſt principal Ar+ 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith 3 rhough there is no more 
certain foundation for it in Scripture, thenfor our Sa- 
viour's being ſubſtantially changed intoall choſe things - 
which are ſaid of him, as that he is a roch , a vine, a” 
door, and a hundred other things. 

Bur this is not all. . This Doctrine hath not only no 
certain foundation in Scripture, but I have a far heavier 
charge againſt ir, namely, thar ir undermines the very 
foundation of Chriſtianity ir ſelf. And ſurely noching. 
ought to be admitted to be a part of the Chriſtzan Di- 
#rine which deſtroys the reaſon of our belief of the: 
whole. And that chis Docrine does fo, will appear e- 
vidently, if we conſider what was the main _—_—— 
which the Apoſtles uſed to convince the world of the 
truth of Chriftianity ; and that was this, That our 
Bleſſed Saviour, the Author of this Dotrine, wrought 
ſuch ' and ſuch miracles, and particularly that he roſe 
again from the dead: And this they proved becauſe 
they were eye-witneſles of his miracles, and had feet 
him and converſed with him afrer he was riſen from 
the dead, Bur what if their ſenſes did deceive them 
AS _ 
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in this matter ? then it cannot be denyed bur that the 
main proof of Chriſtianity falls to the ground, 

Well !' We will now ſuppoſe (as the Church of 
Rome does) Tranſubſtantiation t6 have been one prin- 
cipal part of the Chriſtian Do&trine which the Apoftles 
preached. Bur-tf this Do&rine be true, then all mens 
ſenſes are deceived in a plain ſenfible marter, wherein 
*tis as hard for them to be deceived as in any thing in 
the-wortd:; For two things can hardly he imagined 
more different, than a /:ttle bit of wafer, and the 
whole body of a man: 

So'rhar-the' Apoſtle perſwading'mer to believe this 
Dodrine, perſwaded: them not to truſt their ſenſes, 
and: yer-the argument which they: uſed to perſwade 
them. ro this was-built upon the dire& contrary prin- 
' - ale; rhiar-mens ſenſes- are to be truſted, For if they 
- Henen thennorwichſtanding all the evidence the Apo- 
Mbx offer'd' for the Reſurre&ion of our Saviour, he 
migtirnarbe'riſen, and ſo the faith of Chriſtians was 
. - var Se rhartitey repreſent. the Apoſtles as abſurdas 
73s polfibit;, viz; going abour- ro- perſwade men out 
off rfeirr ſenſes by. virtue of an: argument, the whole 
MFengr# whereof depends upon the certainty of ſenſe. 

And*now-rhe- matter is brought to a. fair iſſue ; If 
thie reſtimony of-ſenſe be ro berelied upon, then Tran- 
- ſibſtrntiation 18 falſe 3 If it be not, then no- man is 

ſbre thar: ——_— is trae, For the utmoſt afſu- 
.rance thatr'the Apoſtles had of the truch of Chriſtiani- 
ty; was the teſtimony of their own ſenſes concernmg 
our Sayiour's miracles, and this teſtimony every man 
harh- againſt Tranſubſtantiation, From whence it 
plainly follows, that" no man: (no not the Apoſtles 
themſtlyes) had more: reaſon to believe Chriſtianity 
 -- tephe true, than every man hath to» believe Tranſub- 

Mantiationto be falſe. And we who did not ſee our 
Saviour's Miracles (as the Apoſtles did) and have only 
a.credible relation of thembur-do ſee-the mans = 

: . 4 
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have leſs evidence of the truth of Chriſtzamty than of 
the falſhowd-of Tranſubſtantiation. 

But cannot God impoſe upon the ſenſes of men, 
and repreſent things to chem otherwiſethan they are ? 
Yes, undoubtedly. And if he hath revealed char he 
doth this, are. we not to believe him ? Moſt certainly, 
| But then we ought to be aſſured thar he hath made 

ſuch a Revelation 3 which Aſſurance no man can haye, - 
; thecerrainty of ſenſe being taken away. 
I ſhall preſs the buſineſs a lirtle farcher. Suppoſing + 
|; trheScripture to be a Divine Revelation,and that theſe 
| words (This 4s my Body) if they be in Scripture, muſt: * 
' _neceſfarily he taken in the ſtri& and literal ſenſe ;'Þ * 
| ask now, Whar greater evidence any man has thar - 
theſe words (Thi is my Body) are in the Bible, than' 
| every man has that the bread is not chang'd in the Sa- 
crament ? Nay no man has: ſo-much 3 for we have” + 
only the evidence of one ſenſe that theſe words are in- 
| the Bible, bur that the Bread is not chang'd we have: 
the concurring teſtimony of ſeveral of our ſenſes. © Th" 
a word, if this be once-admitted that the ſenſes of all 
men are deceiv'd in one of the moſt plain ſenſible mar- 
rers-that can be, there is no-certain means left either” 
| toconvey-or prove a-Divine Revelation ro men z nor" is- 
| there any way to confute the groſleſt impoſtures in: 
the. World : For if the clear evidence of all mens ſen- 
ſes be nor ſufficient for this purpoſe, let-atiyy mai, if - 
he can, find a better and more convincing argument.- 
5s. I will inſtance bur in one DoF#rine more'; And” 
that ſhall be, their Do#rine of - depoſing Kings in caſe” 
of Herefie, and abſolving their SubjeRs from theit'Al-- 
legiance to them. And this is nor a meer ſpeculative” 
Bo#rine, but hath been pur'in practice many a time 
by the Biſhops of Rome,- as every one knows tharis 
vers'd in Hiſtory. For the -rroubles and confuffons 
which were occafioned by this very thing make up a- 
good part-of the Hiſtory of ſeveral Ages, 
I nope&- 
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I hope no body expeRs that I ſhould rake the pains 
to ſhew rthar this was not the Do&rine of our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, nor of the Primitive Chriſtians. The 
Papiſts are many of them ſo far from prerending this, 
that in ſome times and places, when it is not ſeaſona- 
ble and for their purpoſe, we have much a-do ro per- 
ſwade rhem rhar ever ir was their Do&rine. Bur if 
Tranſubſtantiation be their Do&rine, this is ; for they 
came borh our of the ſame Forge, I mean.the Counci! 
of Lateran under Pope Innocent the Third. And if 
( as they tell us) Tranſubſtantiation was then eſtabliſh'd, 
ſo was this. And indeeed one would think they were 
Twins and brought forth at the ſame time, they are 
fo-Jike one another, both of chem ſo monſirouſly un- 
reaſonable, 


IT. T come now in the ſecond place ro conſider ſome 
Bra#ices of the Church of Rome, which I am afraid 
will. prove as bad as her Do#rines. I ſhall inſtance 
?mcheſe five. 

n. Their: celebrating of rheir Divine ſervice in an 
unknown: Tongue: And rhat not only contrary to the 

ice ef the Primitive Church, and tothe great 
end/ and! defign of Religious Worſhip, which 1s the 
Edification. of thoſe who are concerned in it,(and it is 
Hard ro: imagine how men car be edified by what they: 
de-norunderftand ) but likewiſe in dire& Contradi&- 
an ro St. Pan!, who hath no leſs than a whole Chap- 
ter- wherein he confures this Practice as fully, and 
condemns. it as plainly as any thing 1s condemned in 
tlie whole Bible, And they rhar can have the face to- 
maintain rhat this Praftice was net condemned by: 
St. Paul; or thar it was allowed and uſed in the firſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, need not bea ſhamed to ſet up 
for the defence of any Paradox in the World. 

2. The Communion #n one hind, And that not- 
withſtanding that eyen by their own acknowled gmenc 
OUF.. - 
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our Saviour inſtituted ir jn both kinds, and the Prj- 
micive Church adminiſtred jt in both kinds. This I 
muſt acknowledge is no additzon ro Chriſtianity, bur 
aſacrilegious taking away of an eflential part of the Sa- 
crament. For the Cup is as efſenrial a parr of the In- 
ſtirurion as - the Bread ; and they might as well; and 
by the ſame Aurhority, take away the one as the other, + 
and both as well as either. 

3. Their worſhipping of Images. Which praQice 
(notwithſtanding all their Diſtin&ions abour ir,which 
are no other but what the Heathens uſed in the ſame 
caſe) is as point-blank againſt the ſecond Command- - 
ment, as a deliberate and malicious killing of a man is 
againſt the ſixth. Bur if the caſe be ſo plain, a man 
would think thar art leaſt the Teachers and Guides of 
that Church ſhould be ſenſible of ir. Why, they are 
ſo, and afraid the people ſhould be ſo roo,and there. 

fore in their ordinary Catechiſms, and Manuals of De- 

| votion they leave out the ſecond Commandment, and 

divide the tenth into two ro make up the number 3 - 

1 leſt if the common people ſhould know it their Con- 

ſciences ſhould ſtart at the doing uf athing fo dire&ly 
contrary to the plain command of God, 

4- The worſhipping of the bread and wine in the 
Euchariſt, out of a falſe and groundleſs perſwaſion, 
that they are ſubſtantially changed into the body and 
blood of Cbrift.Which if it be not rrue (and ir hath good 
forrune if ir be, for certainly it is one of the moſt in- 
credible things inthe whole World ) then by the con- 
feſſion of ſeveral of their own learned Writers, they 
are guilry of groſs Tdvaltry. 

s. The worſhip and invocation of Saints and An- 
gels; and parricularly of rhe Virgin Mary, which hath 
now for ſome Ages been a principal part of their Re- 
ligion. Now a man may. juſtly wonder that ſo confi- 
derable a part of Religion as they make this to be 
ſhonld-haye no manner. of foundation in the Scripture. 


Does 
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Does our Saviour any where ſpeak one word concer- 
ning the worſhippping of Her * Nay, does he not take 
all occaſions to reſtrain all extravagant apprehenſion; 
and imaginations concerning honour due to Her, as 
foreſeeing the degeneracy of the Church in this thing? 
When he was told that his Mother and Brethren were 
without 3 Who ( fays mn are my mother and my bye. 
thren * He that doth the will of my Father, the ſame 
is my mother, and ſiſter, and brother, And when the 
Woman brake forth into that rapture concerning the 
bleſſed Mother of our Lord, Bleſſed is the womb that * 
bare thee, and the paps that gave thee ſuch ! Our Sa« 
viour diverts to another thing, Tea, rather, bleſſed are 
they that hear the word of God and heep it. Does either 
our Saviour or his Apoſtles in all cheir particular pre- 
cepts and-dire&tions concerning Prayer, and the man- 
ner of it,and by whom we are to addreſs our ſelves to 
God,give the leaft intimation of praying to theVirgin 
. Mavy, or making uſe of her Mediation ? And can-any 
man believe, thar if this had been the praFice of the 
Church from the beginning, our Saviour and his A- 
ſtles would have been ſo filent about ſo confidera- 

le a part in Religion, inſomuch that in all the E- 
piſtles of the Apoſtles I Jo not remember that her 
Name is ſo much as once mentioned ? And yet the 
worſhip of her is at this day in the Church of Rome, 
and hich been for ſeveral Ages, a main part of their 
publick-worſhip 3 yea, and of their private deyotions 
too; in which ir is uſual with them to'ſay ten Ave 
Maries for one Pater Nofter ; that is, for one Prayer 
they make to Almighty God, they make ten addrefſes 
to the bleſſed Virgin ; for that 1s the proportion ob- 
ſerved in their Roſaries. He that confiders-this,-and 
had never ſeen the Bible, would have been apt ro think 
_ that there had been more ſaid concerning. Her in-Scri- 
prure, -than either concerning God, or our bleſſed Sa- 


YHOHr ; and that the New Teſtament- were full from 
one 
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one end to the other of precepts ayd exhortations to 
the worſhipping of her 3 and yet when all is done, I 
challenge any man to ſhew me ſo much as one ſen- 
rence in the whole Bible -thar ſounds that way. And 
there is as little of -the Chriſtian Writers of the firſt 
three hundred years. The truth is, this prafice began 
ro creep inamong ſome ſuperſtitious: people about the 
middle of the fourth Century : And I remember par- 
ticularly, that Epiphantus who lived- about that:rime 
calls it the Hereſie of the Women, 

And thus have I given you ſome inſtances of ſeve- 
ral DoFrines and praiſes which the Church of Rome 
have builr upon the foundation of Chriſtianity, Much 
more might have been ſaid of chem, bur from what 
hath been ſaid any man may eafily diſcern how dan- 
gerous they are tothe ſalyation-of men, 


I proceed now in the ſecond place, 

IT, To conſider, whether our granting a poſſibility 
of ſalvation, though with great hazard, ro tho in 
the Communion of the Roman Church, and their de- 
nying it-to us, be a ſufficient argument and encou- 
ragement to any man to quir our Church and go"to 
theirs. And there-is the more need to conſider this, 
becauſe this is the great popular argument wherewirh 
the emiſfaries and agents of that Church are wont to 
aſſault our people. Tour Church ( ſay they ) grants 
that a Papiſt may be ſaved ; Ours- denies that a Pro- 
reſtant can be ſaved ;- therefore it is ſafeſt to be of our 
Ehurch, in which ſalvation by the acknowledgement of 
both ſides is poſſible. 

For anſwer to this I ſhall endeayour to ſhew, that 
this is ſo far from being a good argument, that it is ſo 
incollerable weak and ſophiſtical, rhar any conſiderate 
man ought to be aſhamed to be carched by ir.” For 
either it is good of ir ſelf and ſufficient to perſwade 
& man to relinquiſh our Church, and to paſs over to 


theirs, 
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theirs,” withour entring into the merirs of the cauſe 
on either ſide, and without comparing the Dorines 
and PraRtices of both the Churches rogerther, or it is 
not. If it be nor ſufficient of zt ſelf ro perſwade a man 
to leave our Church, wirhour comparing the Dorines 
on both fides,then ir- is to no purpoſe,and there is no- 
thing got by it. For'if upon examination and com- 
paring of Dotrines the one appear to be true and the 
other falſe, this alone js a ſufficient inducement to any 
man to cleave to that Church where the rrue Dotrine 
is found ; and then there is no need of this argument. 

If ir be (aid, chat this argument 1s good in it felf 
withour the examination of the Dofrines of beth 
Churches 3 this ſeerns a very ftrange thing for any man 
to affirm, That it is reaſn enough to a man to be of any 
Church, whatever her Do&rines and Pratices be, if 
ſhe do but damn thoſe that differ from her, and if the 
Church that differs from her do but allow a poſſibility 
of ſalvation in her Communion. 

But they who uſe this argument, pretend that it is 


_- 
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ſufficient of ic ſelf ; and therefore I ſhall apply my ſelf | 


to ſhew, as briefly and plainly as I can, che miſerable 
weabneſs and inſufficiency of it to ſartisfie any mins 
conſcience or prudence to change his Religion, And 
ta this end I ſhall, 

x. Shew the weakneſs of the principle upon which 
this argument relies. _ 

2, Give ſome parallel inſtances by which it will ap- 
pear that ir concludes falſe. 

3. I ſhall rake norice of ſome groſs abſurdities that 
follow from it. 


4. Shew how unfit ir isto work upon thoſe ro whom } , 


it is propounded, And, 
. How improper it is to be urged by thoſe that 
e uſe of it. A 
L I hall ſhew the weabneſs of the principle upon 


which this argument relies 3 And that is this, That 
whatever 
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whatever different parties in Religion agree in, us ſa- 
feſt to be choſen. The true conſequence of which prin 
ciple if it be driven to the head, 1s to perſwade men 
to forſake Chriſtianity, and ro make rheni take up in 
the principles of natural Religion, for in theſe all Re- 
ligions do agree. For if this principle be true, and f1g- 
nitie any thing, it is dangerovs to embrace any thing 
wherein the ſeveral partics in Religion ditter ; becauſe 
that only is ſafe and prudent to be choſen wherein all 


| agree. Sothat this argument, if the foundation of ir 


be good, will perſwade further chan thoſe who make 
uſe of ir defire ic ſhould do; for it wil! not only make 


' men foriake the Proteſtant Relizion, bur Popery too 3 


| and which is much wore confiderable,Chriſtiantty it ſelf 


IT. I will give ſome parallel inſtances by which it 
will clearly be ſeen thar this argument concludes falſe, 


The Donatiſts denyed the Baptiſm of the Catholtcks ro 


be good, but the Catholicks acknowledged the Bap- 
tiſm of the Donatiſts to be valid. So that both fides 


' were agreed thar the Baptiſm of rhe Donatiſts was 


good, therefore the ſafeſt way for Sr. Auſtin and 0+ 
ther Catholichs (according to this argument) was to 
be Baptized again by the Danatiſts, becauſe by the ac- 
knowledgement of both fides Baptiſm among them- 
was valid. 

But to come nearer to the Church of Rome, Several 
in that Church hold the perſonal Infallibility of the 
Pope and the lawſulneſs of depoſing and killing Kings 
for Herefie to be de fide, that is, neceſfary Articles of 
Faith, and conſequently, and whoever dors not be» 
lieve thein cannor be ſaved. Burt a great many Papiſts, 
though they believe theſe things ro be no matters of 


| Faith, yet they think thoſe that hald chem may be (a- 


ved, and they are generally very favourable towards 
them. But now, according to this argwaent, the 
ought all to be of their opinion in theſe poinrs,becauſe-. 


both fides are agrecd thar they that hold them may be 
B fared 3 
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ſaved; bur one fide poſitively ſays, that men cannat 
be ſaved if they do mt hold them. 

But my Text furniſheth me with as good an inſtance 
to this purpoſe as can be defired. Sr. Paul here in the 
Text acknowleigerh the poſſibility of rhe ſalvation 
of thoſe who built hay and ſtubble up the J*rn_ 
of Chriſtianity ; that they might be ſaved, though 


with great difficulry,and as it were out of the fire, But * 


now among thoſe bu1!ders with hay and ſtubble there 
were thoſe who dem; ed the poſliblity:of St. Paul's Sat 


vation, and of rhoſe who were of his mind. We are ' 


rold of ſome who hilt the Jewiſh Ceremonies and 
Obſervances upon che foundation of Chriſtianity, and 
- ſaid, that unleſs men were Circumciſed, and kept the 
law of -Moſes, they could not he ſaved. So that by 
ehisargument Sr. Paul and his followers ought to have 
gone over to theſe Judiizing Chriſtians, becauſe it 
was acknowledged on \»zth fides thar they might be 
ſaved, But thoſe Judaizing Chriſtians were as un- 
charitable to St Paul and” other Chriſtians as the 
Church of Rome is now to us, for they ſaid poſitivel 
that they could nt be ſaved Burt can y/ man thin 
that St. Pax! 'would haye been moved by this argu- 
ment, to leaye a ſafe and certain way of ſalyarion for 
that which was only poſſible, and that with great dif- 
ficulry and hazard ? The argument you ſee 1s the very 
fame, and yer ir concludes the wrong way 3 which 
plainly ſhevrs that ir is a contingent argument, and con- 
cludes uncertainly and by chance, and therefore no 
man oughr to be moved by it. _ 

TI. I ſhall rake norice of ſome groſs abſurdities that 
follow-from it. I fhall mention bur rheſe two. 

t: According to this principle it is always ſafeſt ro 
be on the uncharitable ſide. And yer uncharirablenels 
is as bad an evidence; either of a true Chriſtian, or. a 
true Church, as a man would wiſh, Charity is one of 
the moſt eſſential marks of Chriſtianity, and _ = 
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Apoſtle ſaich of particular Chriſtians is as true of 
whole Churches, that. though thay have all Faith, yet 
if they have not Charity they are nothing. 

I grant that no Charity teacheth men to ſee others 
pamned, and nor to tell them rhe danger of their con- 
dition. Bur it is to be conſidered that the damning 
of men is a very hard thing, and therefore whenever 

'we do it the caſe muſt be wonderfully plain. And is 
\itſo in this matcer ? They of the Church of Rome can- 
*nor deny bur thar we embraceall che Dodrines of our 
* Saviour, contained in the Apoſtles Creed, and deter- 
' mined by rhe four firſt General Councils: And yer 
they will not allow this and a good -life ro put us 
within a poſſibility of ſalvarion, becauſe we will nor 
ſubmit to all the innovarions they would impoſe upon 
us, And yer I think there is ſcarce any Do&rzne or 
prafice'in difference berween them and us, which 
ſome or other of their moſt learned Writers have not 
acknowledged either not to be ſufficiently contained 
' im Scripture, or not to have been held and practiſed 
,\ by the primitive Church : ſo that nothing can excuſe 
| their uncharirableneſs rowards us. And they pay dear 
for the little advantage they ger by this argument, for 
they do what in them lies ro make themſelves no Chiri- 
ſtians, that they may prove themſelves the truer and 
more Chriſtian Church ; a medium which we do nor 

deſire to make uſe of. Hog 

2, If this argument were good, then by this trick a 
man may bring over all the world to agree with him 

' in an error which another does not account damnable, 
; whatever it be, provided he do bur damn all thoſe 
. that do not hold it ; and there wants nothing but | 
confidence and uncharitableneſs- to -do this. Bur 1s 

* there any ſenſe, that another mans boldneſs and wane 

ot Charity ſhould he an argument to move me to 
| of his Opinion ? I cannot 11luſtrare this better, than 


' by the. difference berween a skilful Phyſician and # 
| B 2 Moun- 


= 
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Mountebank. A [earned aud shi/ful Phyſictan is mo- Ly o 
deſt, and ſpeaks juſtly of things : He ſays, that ſuch a reaſ 
method of cure which le hath direced 3s ſafe, and |,, þ 
'withal, that that which the Mountebank preſcribes 
may bly do the work, bur there is great hazard |,ty 
and danger in ir: Bur the Mountebank, who never} p 
talks of any thin leſs than infallible cures, (and al- 
ways the more Mountebanh, the ſtronger pretence to |, 
znfallibility ) he is poſitive that chart method which \, 
the Phyſiczan preſcribes will deſtroy the Patient, but 71 
his receipt is infallible and never fails. Is there any *,,, 
reaſon in this caſe, that this man ſhould carry it {6 
meerly by his confidence 2 And yer if this argument 1, 
be good, the ſafeſt way is to reje& the Phyſicians ad- |,;, 
vice and to ſtick to the Mountebank's, For both fides ,, 
are agreed, that there is a poſſihility of cure in the | ,, 
Mountebank's method, but- not in the Phyſician's; +1 
and ſo the whole force of the argument lies inthe 
confidence of an ignorant man, o 
IV. This argument is very unfit ro work upon of 
thoſe ro whom ir is propounded : For either they be-, 
lieve we ſay true in this, or not, If they chink wedo |; 
nor; they have no reaſon to be moved by what we .|; 
ſay. If they think we do, why do they nor take in 
all rhac we ſay in this marter ? Namely, that though | 
it be poſſible for ſome in che Communion of the Re | 
man Church to be ſaved, yet it 1s very hazardous 3 
and rhat they are in a ſafe condirien already 1n our \ 
Church, And why then ſhould a bare poſſibility, ac- |; 
companyed with infinite and apparent hazard, be an |, 
argument to any man to run inro that danger ? 
Laſtly, this argument is very improper to be urged, ; 
by thoſe who make uſe of it. Half of the- ſtrengch of | 
it lies in this, that we Proteſtants acknowledge chat it * 
is poſſible a Papiſt -may be ſaved, But why ſhould | 
they lay any ſtreſs-upon this ? What matter is it what | 
we Hereticks ſay,. who are ſo damnably miſtaken = 
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T other chings ? Merhinks, if there were no other 
Treaſon, yer becauſe we ſay it, 1t ſhould ſeem to them 
to be unlikely to be rrue, Bur I perceive when ir 
erves for their purpoſe we have ſome little credit and 
\nchority arnong chem, bs 
{ By this time I hope every one 15 in ſome meaſure 
 arisfied of rhe weakneſs of this argument, which is ſo 
'rav{parent chat no wite man can honeſt]v uſe it, and 
be muſt have a very odd underſtanding chat can Le 
Theated by ir. The truth is, 1t 15a caſual and contin- 
Jen argument, and ſometimes it concludes right. and 
ner wrong 3 and therefore no prudent 1:20 can be 
moved by i1, excepr only 11 one cafe, when all things 
e ſo £qual on both fides thac chere 13 nothing elfe.1n 
he whole world co determine im, which ſurely can 
ever happen it niarters of Religion neceflary co be- 
\\elieved. No man is ſo weak, as not to conftider in 
he charge of his Religion the merits of the canſe it 
*f ; as ror to examine the Dorines and Pratfices 
the Churches on both fides; and nor to take notice 
/ of the confidence and charity of both Parties, rogerher 
with all ocher things which ought ro move a conſcien- 
-tious and prudent man: And 1t upon enquiry there 
appear to be a clear advantage on either fide, then 
this argument is needleſs and comes too late, becauſe 
the work is already done withour 1t. 

Beſides, that the great hazard of Salvation in the 
Roman Church (which we declare upon account of 
the Do&rines and praFices which T have mentioned) 
ought to deter any man much more from thar Religt- 
on, than the acknowledged poſſibility of ſalvarton in 

* it ought ro encourage any man to the embracing of it z 
Never did any Chriſtian Charch build ſo much hay and 
f15ble upon the foundation of Chriſtianity, and there- 

' fore thoſe that are ſaved in it muſt be ſaved, as it 
mere, out of the fire. And though Purgatory be not 
meant inthe Text, yet it is a Dodtsine very well ſuited 
| ro 
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to their manner of building ; for there is need of an 


zznis purgatorius, of a fire to try their work what it ig, | | 


and to burn up their hay and ſtubble, And I have  * 
much Charity (and I defire always.to have it) as to | 


| 
#1 


hope, that a great many among them who live pi. ' 


ou'ly, and have been almoſt inevitably detain'd inthar # 


Church vy the prejudice of educarion, and an inviſible 
Ignorance, . will upon a general repentance find mer- 
cy with God ; and though their work ſuffer loſs and 
be burnt, yer ther th:mſelu"s may eſcape, as out of 
the fire. But as for thoſe who had rhe epporrunities * 


of coming to the knowledge of the truth, if they con- ; 


rinue in the errours of that Church,or apoſtarize from 


the truth, 1 chink rheir condition ſo far from being | 


ſafe, thar there muſt be extraordinary favourable cir- 
- cumſtances in their caſe to give a man hopes of their 
ſalvation, 

I have now done with che tw» things T propounded 
to ſpeak to. And | an ſorry that the neceſſary defente 
of our Religion, againſt che reſtleſs importunittes and 
etiempts of our advec{aries upon all ſorts of perſons , 
hath engaged me ro 1p-nd ſo much time in matters 
of diſpute, which I had much rather have employed 
In another way. Many of you can be my witneſſes 
that I have conflantly made ir my buſineſs, in this 
great Preſence and Afſembly ro plead againſt the m- 
Pleties and wickedneſs of men, and have endeavou- 
red by the beſt arguments T could think of, to gain 


men over to a firm belief and ſerious praFice of the *'. 
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main things of Religion. And, I do afſure you, I | 


had much rather perſwade any one to be a 8g 


man, than to be of any part or denomination of, 


Chriſtian* whatſoever. For I doubr nor, bur che be- 
Hef of the ancient Creed, provided we entertain 0» 
thing t:iat is deſtructive of 1c, together with a gud 
life, will certainly ſave a man; and withouc this no 
man can haye reaſonable hopes of ſalyation, no = 
a 
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an infallible Church, if there were any ſuch to be 
| found in the world. | wo: 
! 'T have been, according to my opportunities, not a 
| negligent obſerver of the gens and humour of the 
| ſeveral Seas and Profeſſions in Religion. And u 
the whole matter, I do in my conſcicnce believe the 
* Church of England to be the beſt conſtituted Church 
this day in the world ; and that, as to the main, the 
Do#rine and Government, and Worſhip of it, are ex- 
*.cellently framed to make men ſoberly Religiow : Secy- 
ring men on the one hand, from the wild freaks of 
: Enthuſiaſm ; and-on the other, from the groſs follies 
| of Superſtition, And our Church hath this peculiar 
| advantage above ſeveral Profeſſions that we know in 
' the world, that it acknowledgeth a due and juſt ſub- 
ordination to the civil Authority, and hath always 
been unrainred in its loyalty, 
And now ſhall every trifling conſideration be ſuffi- 
+ cient to move a man to relinquiſh ſuch a Church ? 
| There is no grearer diſparagement co a mans under- 
| ſtanding, no greater argument of a light and ungene- 
'” rous mind, than raſhly to change ones Religion. Re- 
| Tigion is our greateſt concernment of all other, and it 
; 1s not every /ittle argument, no, nor a great noiſe q- 
| bour infallibility, nothing but very plain and convin- 
cing evidence, that ſhould ſway a man in this caſe. 
| Burthey are utterly inexcuſable, who make a change 
| of ſuch concernment upon the infinuations of one fide 
! only, without ever hearing what can be ſaid for the 
Church they were baptized and brought up in before 
| they leave 1t. They that can yield thuseafily ro the 
' Impreſſions of every one that hath a deſign and intereſt 
tomake Proſelytes,may at this rate of diſcrerion change 
! their Religion twice a day, and inſtead of morning 
{and evening Prayer, they may have a morning and e- 
| veping Religion, 
| 


| There 
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Therefore -for God's fake, and for our own Soul' 
ſake, and for the fake of our Reputation, ler us con- 
ſider and ſhew our ſelves men ; let us nor ſuffer our 
ſelves to heſhaken and carryed away with every wind, 
'Ler us not ovn our teives into danger when we may 
he ſafe. Lec us ſtick to the foundation of Religion, 
the Articles of our c97m»mm belief, and build vpon 
them gold, and filver, 2nd precious ſtones, TI man, 


the vertues and a2Ftons of 4 good life; ant if we would ; 


un ——— 


do this, we ſhould nor: be apt to (er ſuch 4 value upon 


hay and fubble. Tf we would fncerely endeavour to 
live holy and weriiinns Hives, we ſhogld not need to 


.caſt about for a Re{igin which may firniſh us with 


-. cafe and indire& ways to gct ro Heaver:. 

- -T will concludeall wich the Apoſtic's Exhoreation, 

Wherefore: my beloved Brethren be ye ftedfaft and un- 

moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
Now the God of peace which bought again fro": the 

dead our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd 3f the 


Sheep, by the | blood of the everld|ting Covenant, make . 


you perfedt in every good work , to: do bis will 5 wor- 
” bing mn 'you that which 3s well-pleaſirg in bis ſteht, 
throng Jeſus Chriſt, to' whom be Glory for ever and 
ever, Amen. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
' There is lately Publiſhed 4 Diſcourſe of the- Com- 
 munion-in One Kind: In Anſwer to a Treatiſe of rhe 
© Biſhop of eaux's: of communion under both Species, 
 In-Quarto. 
* There is. alſo lately Publiſhed 4 Diſcourſe againſt 


 Tranſubtantiation : formerly Princed in Quarto, but 


* now in 0O#avo, and fold for Three Pence for general 
þ.- benefic. By B. Aylmer. «. 
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